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REGION 12:
Mid-Columbia
Fisheries Enhancement Group

Mission Statement

The mission of the Mid-Columbia Fisheries Enhancement 
Group is to restore self-sustaining salmon and steelhead populations 
through habitat preservation and restoration projects which assist 
landowners and promote community partnerships throughout our 
region.

Overview

Mid-Columbia Fisheries Enhancement Group is a non-profit 
(501(c)3) organization dedicated to restoring and protecting fish 
habitat. Mid-Columbia Fisheries (MCF) approach includes:  

•	 Sponsoring and implementing high-quality habitat 
restoration and protection projects throughout our region.

•	 Providing educational and community outreach programs 
that promote the long-term commitment our society needs 
to protect fisheries resources. 

The Mid-Columbia region includes several important steelhead 
and salmon rivers, notably the Wind River, the White Salmon 
River, the Klickitat River, the Yakima River and numerous 
tributaries to the Columbia River. 

Along with its large size, this region has a diversity of watershed 
and fisheries issues unique to each river and watershed. The 
watersheds provide habitat for eight salmonid species listed as 
threatened or endangered under the Endangered Species Act, as 
well as a number of sensitive and culturally significant stocks. 

Project Highlights

Reecer Creek Floodplain Restoration Project
This project relocated 4,000 feet of Ellensburg’s Reecer Creek 

to its historic floodplain. Suver levee, which constrained the creek, 
was set back in the fall of 2010 opening 58 acres of floodplain and 
upland habitat. A new, meandering channel was excavated during 
2010 and 2011. Large wood structures were installed and the creek 
was diverted into the restored channel in July, 2011. Washington 
Conservation Corps (WCC) members and community volunteers 
installed 10,000 rooted plants, live stakes and plugs in the fall. The 
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rooted plants were watered throughout the summer and 
weed management is ongoing. Funding for the project 
was provided by the City of Ellensburg, Salmon Recovery 
Funding Board (SRFB), Department of Ecology (WDOE), 
Yakama Nation, National Fish & Wildlife Foundation 
(NFWF), the US Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS) and 
WDFW’s ALEA program. Key partners also include the 
South Central Washington RC&D, the Kittitas County 
Water Purveyors, Kittitas Reclamation District, WDFW, 
the Yakima Tributary Access and Habitat Program, Yakima 
Basin Fish and Wildlife Recovery Board, and the Kittitas 
County Conservation District.

Jack Creek Restoration
August and September saw completion of construction 

on the Jack Creek Restoration project. Begun in 2011, the 
project restored floodplain connectivity, channel habitat 
complexity and stream-bank condition in two reaches of 
Jack Creek, a tributary to the North Fork Teanaway River 
in the Upper Yakima basin. In the upper reach, historic 
railroad logging and road maintenance had prevented 
natural channel migration in multiple locations on land 
managed by American Forest Land Company, LLC. The 
Forest Service relocated 0.9 mile of FS Road 9738 away 
from the stream’s banks, allowing MCF to complement 
their efforts with large wood placement, bank sloping and 
live staking. In the lower reach of the stream, the primary 
channel was devoid of instream structure and riparian 
cover. We graded a short section of the stream to direct 
flow into an existing well-shaded secondary channel, 
placed large wood in both channels and sloped back 
vertical banks. Live stakes and rooted plants will be planted 
in October of 2012 and the project area fenced to exclude 
cattle in the spring of 2013. The project benefits steelhead, 

Chinook and enhances critical habitat for bull trout. 
Funding for the project is being provided by the USFWS, 
the National Forest Foundation, WDOE, SRFB, USFS, 
the Regional Fisheries Enhancement Group Program and 
the Overlake Fly Fishing Club. 

Large Wood Replenishment
Mid-Columbia Fisheries continues to work with the 

WCC, the Yakama Nation and the USFS to increase large 
wood loading in Upper Yakima streams. In February and 
March, WCC crews selectively thinned riparian stands 
along Swauk and Taneum Creeks and moved the felled 
trees into the stream channels. 

Swauk Creek Floodplain Planting
MCFs worked in partnership with The Nature 

Conservancy and the WWCC to install more than 1,800 
native trees and shrubs on four acres of floodplain habitat 
adjacent to Swauk Creek in October. The planting was 
designed to benefit habitat for steelhead and Chinook, as 
well as to create high quality habitat for migrating birds. 

Upper Rattlesnake Creek Restoration
In September, we completed an instream project to 

stabilize approximately 600 feet of Upper Rattlesnake 
Creek, a key tributary to the White Salmon River. The goal 
of the project is to prevent stream incision, and protect 
and restore the function of the adjacent floodplain and 
upstream wetlands. The project included construction of 
three large riffles, placement of approximately 80 large trees 
on the floodplain, riparian planting and fencing. Partners 
on the project include the WDNR and Yakama Nation, 
with funding from the SRFB. 

Wind River Restoration and Martha Creek Dam 
Removal
In the Wind River watershed, MCF sponsored 

a grant from Ecotrust to assist the Forest Service in 
decommissioning approximately 2.9 miles of road during 
late summer. The work eliminated more than 30 culverts 
including four major fish passage barriers. During the 
summer, the grant supported the removal of a small dam 
(7 ft. high by 40 ft. wide) on Martha Creek, a tributary to 
Trout Creek. Martha Creek is heavily used by steelhead for 
spawning and rearing.  Removal of the obsolete dam has 
improved fish passage and hydrologic conditions in this 
reach. The projects were managed by the USFS. 

Nile Creek Culvert Removal
Regional Fisheries Enhancement funds supported the 

removal of a damaged Forest Service culvert on Nile Creek. 

A bobcat with an auger attachment digs holes for riparian 
planting at the Reecer Creek Floodplain Restoration 

project in Ellensburg.
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Removal of the damaged culvert protected 4.5 miles of 
downstream habitat by eliminating the possibility of a 
wash-out. A wash out would cause a significant amount of 
road fill and fine sediment to enter the stream during the 
steelhead incubation period. 

White Salmon River Clean-up at the Confluence
In cooperation with Underwood Conservation District 

and the Yakama Nation, MCF helped organize a volunteer 
clean-up at the mouth of the White Salmon River. 
Thirty-five volunteers removed 12 sunken, dilapidated 
and abandoned boats, a large dilapidated dock and more 
than 40 cubic yards of trash. The event removed garbage 
from the lower river ahead of the October 2011 breach 
of Condit Dam. Many agencies and individuals provided 
assistance with the clean-up. 

Education & Outreach

Educational Events
Mid-Columbia Fisheries helped plan, organize and 

support the following educational events:

•	 Water Jam – an event that reached approximately 
380 students from Klickitat and Skamania Counties 
with hands-on learning stations in salmon, habitat 
restoration, conservation and ecology.  

•	 E3 Winter Fair – an annual showcase of sustainable 
economic, educational and environmental endeavors 
in Kittitas County.

•	 Salmon Education Days at Diamond H side channel 
– an event that reached approximately 200 students 
from the Ellensburg area with learning stations focused 
on restoration, ecology and salmon.  

•	 Reecer Creek Floodplain Restoration Grand Opening/
Arbor Day Celebration – a ribbon cutting event 

featuring educational stations, volunteer planting and 
salmon release along Ellensburg’s Reecer Creek.

•	 White Salmon River Homecoming and the Welcome 
Home Salmon art show – both events celebrated 
return of anadromous fish to the White Salmon River 
after removal of Condit Dam, which blocked fish 
passage at river mile three for 100 years. 

Additionally, our staff made presentations to 
elementary, middle, high school and college class rooms, 
home school groups, retirement homes and at many local 
festivals and events, including:

•	 Salmon Summit – a two day event that reaches 
more than 1,000 students from Benton County.  

•	 Teanaway River Fest, Yakima Greenway Rivers 
Festival, Yakima Arboretum Festival and Get 
Intimate with the Shrub-Steppe! 

•	 Kittitas County Fourth Grade Camp, Valley View 
5th Grade Camp & Yakima Arboretum Summer 
Camp 

•	 Earth Day activities at multiple locations in our 
region. 

Beavers: Public Education and Relocation
Mid-Columbia Fisheries is working to increase public 

understanding and acceptance of beavers and to relocate 
“problem” beaver to headwater areas in the upper Yakima 
basin. The goal of these efforts is to promote the natural 
role beavers serve in improving instream salmonid habitat 
through increasing water retention, creating pool habitat 
and improving floodplain and wetland functions. Our 
staff conduct public presentations, meet with landowners, 
identify headwater areas suitable for beaver relocation 
and trap and transport beaver. The work is supported 
by a SRFB grant held by WDFW and by Forest Service 
Challenge Cost Share funds.

White Salmon River Watershed Education Project
The goal of the White Salmon River Watershed 

Education Project is to engage local students and the 
community about the White Salmon River and the 
removal of Condit Dam. The project supported outreach 
at a number of community events. This project funded 
presentations and field trips for local students. The project 
is a collaboration between Mid-Columbia Fisheries, the 
Yakama Nation and the USFWS – Spring Creek Hatchery.

Wild SalmonTask Force
The goal of the Wild Salmon Task Force is to provide 

an on-the-ground crew to mitigate impacts to salmonids 

An excavator removes a sunken boat as part of a  
clean-up project on the lower White Salmon river
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from river recreationists. The Bull Trout Task Force consists 
of a team of two WCC volunteers who make contact with 
anglers and recreationists, post educational signs, conduct 
public presentations and remove the “play” dams that can 
keep migrating fish from reaching their spawning grounds. 
In the fall, the Task Force assists with monitoring and redd 
surveys. The 2011 and 2012 crews were supported by a 
grant from the NFWF and USFWS with in-kind support 
from the USDA Forest Service, the Yakima Basin Fish and 
Wildlife Recovery Board, and WDFW. 

Project Stewardship
The flexibility of Regional Fisheries Enhancement 

Group funding allows us to steward projects until 
native plants are fully established. Irrigation and weed 
management, both necessary to the establishment of 
native riparian plant communities, often require a longer 
commitment than grant funding supports. Mid-Columbia 
Fisheries uses some RFEG funding to care for projects on 
Cowiche, Mercer and Swauk Creek to ensure success of 
riparian plantings. 

Project Planning & Development

Yakima Delta
Mid-Columbia Fisheries and Benton Conservation 

District are working with Intera, Inc. to model 

temperature, flow and sedimentation dynamics at the 
mouth of the Yakima River. Thermal imaging indicates 
that extreme temperatures in this area may act as a barrier 
to migrating salmon. The model results, coupled with 
fish utilization data from the Yakama Nation, will allow 
the Yakima Delta Technical Advisory Group to determine 
whether a modification to the Bateman Island causeway 
might improve salmonid migration and survival in this 
area. 

Teanaway Forks Large Wood Trapping
Mid-Columbia Fisheries is working to identify areas in 

the West, Middle and North Fork Teanaway Rivers where 
large wood trapping structures could accumulate spawning 
gravels, increase pool quality and provide channel 
roughness. Historic splash damming left large expanses 
of exposed bedrock in each of these rivers. The goal of 
the project is to design large wood trapping structures for 
multiple locations within stream reaches on commercial 
forest land located well-upstream from other private 
property and infrastructure. 

Cowiche Creek Floodplain Reconnection: Phase 2
Following successful floodplain re-connection projects 

upstream in Cowiche Creek, Mid-Columbia Fisheries 
is planning two restoration projects on lower Cowiche 
Creek. The projects will remove a railroad berm that is 
functioning as a dike, remove concrete from the channel 
and stream banks then plant the banks with native trees 
and shrubs. The projects are supported by a SRFB grant 
and are planned in cooperation with the City of Yakima, 
the Cowiche Canyon Conservancy and private landowners.

Backyard Conservation
Mid-Columbia Fisheries is expanding our “backyard 

conservation” work with funding from the Department 
of Ecology (DOE). The DOE grant will support the 
conversion of lawn to native plants on 8-9 streamside 
properties in Benton, Yakima and Kittitas Counties. 
Our work will be guided by last year’s “Welcoming 
Salmon to Our Backyards”, accessible on-line at http://
midcolumbiarfeg.com/what-we-do/backyard-riparian-
buffers/. The grant also funds the conversion of ten acres 
of riparian pasture to native trees and shrubs along the 
Yakima River near Sunnyside. 

Mel Babik, Project Manager, releasing a beaver in 
the upper Yakima Basin. “Nuisance” beavers are 

being moved from lowland agricultural areas to higher 
elevation headwaters habitat where their dam building 

activities benefit salmon habitat.
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Region 12: Mid-Columbia Fisheries Enhancement Group - Financial Summary

Program/Project RFEG Volunteer
Hours

Volunteer 
Dollars

In-kind 
Donations

Grant 
Funds Total

Reecer Creek $14,829 325 $6,825 $567,931 $589,585
White Salmon River Education $1,200 $7,658 $8,858
Bull Trout Task Force $1,225 $43,710 $44,935
Beaver Ed & Beaver Projects $5,977 241 $5,061 $11,998 $23,036
Wind River & Martha Creek $0 $8,000 $16,458 $24,458
Teanaway River $13,491 $0 $13,491
Columbia Mainstem Assessment $0 $5,000 $5,000
Jack Creek $24,151 62 $1,302 $25,000 $81,823 $132,276
Mercer Creek $1,250 22 $462 $450 $2,162
Rattlesnake Creek $1,581 $12,000 $63,144 $76,725
Nile Creek $2,963 $1,650 $0 $4,613
Trout Creek $0 $2,809 $2,809
Cowiche Creek $6,879 6 $126 $850 $0 $7,855
Yakima Riparian $1,100 $0 $1,100
Large Wood Repl Yakima Basin $910 $22,260 $23,170
Yakima Delta $8,478 $58,004 $66,482
White Salmon River & Tribs $1,155 171 $3,591 $14,600 $29,897 $49,243
Swauk Creek $1,691 $3,560 $21,989 $27,240
Naches Side Channel $821 $1,596 $2,417
Other Restoration Projects & 
Project Development

$4,062 64 $1,344 $5,491 $10,897

Other Education Projects $13,321 25 $525 $1,002 $14,848
Administration and Related $75,133 240 $5,040 $12,384 $92,557

Totals $180,217 1156 $24,276 $65,660 $953,604 $1,223,757

Board of Directors
President

Glenn Miller, Construction Manager 
Yakima County Road Department

Secretary 
Doug Miller, Regional Fisheries Enhancement Advisory 
Board, Klickitat Public Utility (Retired)

Members of the Board
Marc Harvey, Environmental Compliance &  

Management, Klickitat Basin
Susan Hess, Environmental Writer, While Salmon
Tom Crawford, Commercial Fisherman, Yakima Basin

Staff
Executive Director, Margaret Newman
Yakima Basin Program Manager, Rebecca Wassell
Project Manager, Melissa Babik
Bookkeeper, Rhonda Starling
Crew Supervisor, Glenn Saastad
AmeriCorps Individual Placement & Bull Trout Task 

Force, Ashton Bunce
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